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ou are not alone. As part of the story of the cross, the
Gospel of Luke records that the people who saw it happen
were also shocked by what they saw.1
Why did Christ die? He died then rose from the dead so that
you could join Him in heaven. He loves you that much. How
can you join Him there?
Perhaps you have heard that sinful people can’t get to heaven,
but the story of the cross tells you something very different.
Jesus Christ was nailed to a cross between two thieves who
were screaming at him.2 But while he was on the cross, one
of the thieves began to awaken to reality. He began to think
about his life and death and he began to fear God. He began
to wonder how a sinner could ever face the Holy God. Perhaps
you are wondering the same thing.
The Biblical story of Christ and the thief in the Gospel of
Luke, chapter 23, has very good news for you. You can get
to heaven, even if you have been a lifelong sinner. Christ’s
conversation with that thief tells you how to get there.
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the thief admitted that he was a sinner. He took full
responsibility for his own evil deeds.3 He didn’t blame
someone else. He recognized the truth of Romans 3:23, “For
all have sinned and come short of the glory of God.”
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the thief admitted that there was a penalty for his
evil deeds. He knew that he deserved punishment for his
sin.4 He admitted the truth of Romans 6:23, “For the wages of
sin is death.” Shortly, his physical life would end, but he saw
that his sin would separate him from eternal life with God.

As you read this, you probably recognize that we all have the
same problem that the thief on the cross had. We are sinners,
and we are facing punishment. Our sins separate us from
eternal life in heaven with the Holy God.
So, where is the good news in this story? Is there good
news in sin and death? Yes! While that thief was hanging on
his cross, he came to life’s most wonderful conclusion: Jesus
is the only Hope!
The thief couldn’t pay for his own sin because the cost was too
great. He couldn’t be baptized. He couldn’t do good works. He
couldn’t give money or be blessed by some religious leader.
He couldn’t do all the things that people tell you that you have
to do to get to heaven. He knew that Jesus was the only
Hope.
Through the haze of his pain, he recognized that Jesus was
innocent; Christ was not suffering for His own sins. Jesus
substituted Himself to pay for the sins of that thief and for your
sins. The thief awakened to the reality that Jesus Christ is
King. He cried out with a simple prayer from his heart, “Lord,
remember me when you come into your kingdom!”5 Knowing
that Jesus is the only Hope, that man placed his trust in Jesus
Christ alone. You can place your trust in Christ at this very
moment, and He will hear you just as He heard that thief.
But could that man really be conﬁdent that he was going
to heaven? After all, he couldn’t get off the cross to do good
works or be baptized. Could he still be conﬁdent in these
desperate circumstances? His answer came from Jesus
Christ, “Verily I say unto thee, today thou shalt be with me in
paradise.”6 He received a promise from the Son of God that
assured him that he would be in heaven the moment after his
death.
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od has promised you that He will also save you if you
will trust Him as that thief did. How can you know that?
The Lord has given you His promise in John 3:16: “For God
so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have
everlasting life.” Would you believe God’s promise and trust
Him right now? Through the work of God alone, you can turn
from your sins to the Savior.
Would you draw life’s most wonderful conclusion at this
very moment? Jesus is the only Hope!
If you would like a free booklet about this wonderful story,
please contact:
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